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Background



Augmentative and Alternative Communication

AAC provides an alternative means of functional communication 
for those unable to verbally communicate

Large range of devices and modalities

○ Manual communication
○ Speech generating devices

Ganz, Earles-Vollrath, Heath, Parker, Rispoli, & Duran, 2012



Populations

● Children with ASD
○ Increased speech production
○ Increased requesting skills
○ Increase in other social communicative behaviors

● Children with cerebral palsy
○  With low mean length of utterance

● Children with down syndrome
● Children with developmental delay

○ Increased motor movement

Boesch, Wendt, Subramanian,  & Hsu, 2013a; Boesch,  Wendt,  Subramanian,  & Hsu, 2013b;
Smith,  & Hustad, 2015; Whitmore, Romski, & Sevcik, 2014



Intervention Team

May include:

● Speech Language Pathologist
● Special Education Teacher
● Early Intervention Provider
● Occupational Therapist
● FAMILY

American Occupational Therapy Association, 2014; American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, 2005;
Barker et. al, 2013; Whitmore, Romski,  & Sevcik, 2014



Family

● Parents have been shown to be effective in implementing strategies for AAC use in 
other environments, such as home

○ Children using AAC, as a result, increase number of initiations and responses

●  Review of research on AAC intervention in a family environment highlighted the 
importance and barriers to family involvement

○ Evidence is largely anecdotal- but reported positive changes in communication in family settings
○ Ongoing support is perceived as a great facilitator in successful home intervention

Granlund, BjOrck-ÅKesson, Wilder, & Ylven, 2008; Nunes, D., & Hanline, M. F. (2007)



Current Study



Purpose

Explore the incorporation of family in AAC intervention in schools 
in the central connecticut area as well as the barriers to this 
incorporation. Research previously reviewed highlighted the 
importance of a team in AAC intervention- particularly with the 
role of the family.



Research Question

To what extent do Speech-Language Pathologists involve the 
family in AAC intervention in the school setting?



Methods



Participants

Speech-language pathologists in the state of Connecticut 
working in a school based setting.

Inclusionary criteria includes SLPs that either have, or have had 
in the past, students using an AAC device on their caseload.



Materials

A survey is being developed specifically for this present study to 
investigate the extent and nature of family involvement in AAC 
intervention in a school based setting.



Procedure

Survey will be sent electronically to the selected population of 
SLPs. Returned surveys will be quantitatively and qualitatively 
analyzed.

● Median and SD will be calculated because of ordinal nature of scale



In Sum..

Family centered care is a leadership 
competency for the LEND curriculum. 
This survey aims to analyze the 
incorporation of family centered care 
in a school based setting. Results from 
this survey could inform future 
professionals on both the current 
level of family incorporation in this 
population, as well as the barriers to 
incorporation. This knowledge could 
further inform systems change, which 
would ultimately best serve the child.
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