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What is birth to 
three?



Birth to three 
1. To strengthen the capacity of 

families to meet the 
developmental and health-
related needs of their infants and 
toddlers who have delays or 
disabilities (CT birth to three 
system).

a. Natural Learning 
Environment Practices

b. Coaching as a style of 
interaction with families and 
team members 

c. Primary service provider 
approach to teaming 



Purpose
Identify gaps in the 
education provided to M.A. 
SLP students in New 
England regarding birth to 
three services. 



Research 
Question/ 

Hypothesis

● What education is 
provided to M.A. SLP 
students in New 
England about early 
intervention practices?

● M.A. SLP students in 
New England do not 
receive formal 
education about birth to 
three practices 



Research 
Methods

● Used ASHA EdFind to 
identify all of the M.A. 
Speech Language 
Pathology programs in 
New England 

● Reviewed each 
schools M.A. SLP 
Student Handbook or 
Program of Study from 
their website to analyze 
courses offered 





M.A. SLP Programs in New England 



Examples of M.A. SLP Plan of Study 



Results
● All schools offer an 

early language course 
but this covers ages 
birth to five with a focus 
on preschool



Language Disorders: birth to five 

This course explores communication disorders from 
infancy through the preschool period. Topics addressed 
include theoretical frameworks for the assessment and 
treatment of childhood language disorders, etiology and 
characteristics of language/communication disorders in 
infants and preschool children, principles and methods 
of assessment and intervention, multicultural issues in 
assessment and intervention, and current issues in the 
early childhood language disorders research literature. 

Class sessions and assignments are designed to 
facilitate students' critical thinking and problem solving 

abilities in the area of infant and preschool 
communication/language disorders

The nature, assessment, and intervention of delayed 
and disordered language in children birth to five years of 

age.



Results
● Only one university in 

New England offers a 
course specifically 
geared towards early 
intervention services



MGH Institute of Health Professions

● One out of thirteen 
schools offers a specific 
course geared toward 
education about early 
intervention services for 
M.A. SLP students

● This course is offered as 
an elective not a 
required course 



CH-740 Early Intervention: Birth to Age 3

This course provides theoretical and practical preparation for diagnosing and 
treating infants, toddlers and their families. Through lectures, readings, and 

discussions, students will understand Individual Family Service Plans (IFSP), 
service coordination, family-centered practice, and federal and state legislation. 
In addition,students will learn hands-on remediation techniques. They will also 
become familiar with the diagnostic tools used in Massachusetts to determine 

eligibility.



Conclusion

❖ Early intervention education is not included in the required 

courses for M.A. SLP students in New England

❖ ASHA requires SLPs to have knowledge about language 

in general not specific to early intervention 

❖ Content is assumed to be embedded into other courses

❖ The lack of education is due to requirements for 

certification



Limitations

❖ Practicum experience not considered 

❖ Outdated plan of study available online

❖ Concentration of professor teaching language 

courses

❖ Training received outside program of study



Future directions

❖ Review inservice training and orientation provided to 

employees of birth to three companies 

❖ Review CEUs available for professionals working in the 

birth to three setting
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